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The Current California State 
Water Resources Control Board 
recommendation for 
bioassessment monitoring 
Standard Operating Procedure 
has three levels of action.  This 
presentation is on the Basic 
modules.



Reach Documentation:
Stream Reach Determination



Reach Documentation:
Field Crew and Site Information



Reach Documentation: Reach Length 
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Reach Documentation: Ambient Water 
Quality Measurement

Ambient water quality measurements are 
to be taken at one site within the reach. 

Images are for illustration purposes only.



Reach Documentation:
Discharge Measurement

Discharge measurements are optional. 

If discharge is to be measures, two methods are given 

within the SOP: Velocity Area Method (VAM)

Buoyant Floatable Method.



Reach Documentation:
Discharge Using VAM



Reach Documentation:
Discharge Using BFM



Reach Documentation:
Notable Field Conditions-Rain & Fire



Reach Documentation:
Notable Field Conditions-Land Use/Cover



Reachwide Measurement: 
Slope and Sinuosity

Slope and sinuosity 
measurement are taken 

throughout the entire reach 
from transect A upstream to 

transect K downstream.



Reachwide Photographs

Four photographs are recommended and two optional 
photographs are suggested. 



Transect Description & Measurements:
Wetted Width, Bankfull Width & Height  



Transect Descriptions & Measurements:
Bank Stability



Transect Description & Measurements:



Transect Description & Measurement:
Flow Habitats
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